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HSLS:09 Overview 

• Collected data from 21,000 9th graders in 944 
schools 

– 760+ public schools, 100 Catholic schools 

– 75 other private high schools 

– Plus,10 state representative datasets 

 

• 75% of students have parent data 

• 90% have school counselor data; 93% have 
school admin data 

• 85% have either math or science teacher data 
– Math teacher data more prevalent 

 

 



Objectives of HSLS:09 

• To understand students’ trajectories from the 
beginning of secondary school to postsecondary 
education and/or the workplace and beyond 

 

• To understand how students make decisions 
about secondary curricular and postsecondary 
options 

 

• To understand what factors influence students’ 
decisions about taking STEM courses and 
pursuing postsecondary options 

 

• To develop links with state administrative data 
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Retention Needs 

• Retention Needs 
• HSLS is a longitudinal study; must retain respondents 

• Sample is two stage; sample of schools provides basis 
for sample of students 

• If schools chose not to participate over time, large 
impact on study retention  

• Retention Solution 
• HSLS schools interested in receiving feedback about 

their students’ performance as measured in the study 

• Data were collected under confidentiality statutes 
(ESRA)—needed to find a way to report results 
without disclosing individual participants’ data 

• Solution: School report with participation caveats  
– Response rate requirement to encourage participation,  

responsibly provide student performance information to 
schools 



School Report Requirements 

• For school to qualify for results, student participation 
rate had to be ≥85% 

•  Further requirements depending on number of students 
in sample and percentage participation: 
– Group 1 - School had ≥25 students participate and ≥85% 

student response rate: no qualifiers/caveats necessary 

– Group 2 – School had 20-24 students participate and ≥85% 
student response rate; or school had 10-20 students participate 
and 100% response rate: caveat/warning that some loss of 
precision in estimate due to small number of students 
participating 

– Group 3 – School had 10-20 students participate and 85%-99% 
student response rate: results reported as only representative of 
the students who took the test, not representative of school 

• School-level results not provided if school’s response 
rate was <85% and/or <10 students participated 

• Student weights used to generate school-level 
assessment results. 
 



Sample Report Sent to Principals 


